tion of 170, 00D,

At the meeting, the Mayor of
Mizaki Town, Mr Tadao Okumura
praoposed 3 types of exchanges,
namely wvouth exchange, culiural
E!Kf'hﬂl'lﬂi" and economic E":‘ili'lh'll'lﬂl"
between the two cities. He also
invited My Tho City's staff to visit
Misaki Town in the near future.

The Chairman of the People's
Committee of My Tho City, Mz, Tran
Van Ket mentioned that he would
work hard to create cooperative ties
with Misak:s Town, and both eities
should have regular meoting= aflter
this in arder to deepen the dizcassion

concerning the kind of activities they

coulid eooperate on,

Later that day, the delegation of
Misaki Town visited a maternity
hospital and an elementary school in
My Tha City. which ofler insights into
the best practices of the city's health

care and educational administeation.
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New Staff Introduction

Harumichi Kondo
(Bhizuoka City Government)

[t is an honour to introduce myself
here, [ am from Shzaoka oty which 1=
located to the west of Mi. Fuji. 1t has
milil climate all through the year and
is famous for itz agriculiaeal products
such as green tep, mandarin orange
atrawherey and wasali.

Amdd 1t has also one of the higgest
international trade ports, “Shimizu
Fort”. with the largest catch of tuna in
Japan. | will work in thi= tropical
island, Singapore, for the next two
yoars and will be able o experionce
the various facets of life in Asian
countries and India. [ hope that 1 can
contribute to estabhsh good relation-
ships between ASEAN countries and
Japan including my  hometown

through this experience.

Junko Kasama
[Hendai City Government)

Sinee my first visit to Singapors 10
yvears ago, I have been to ASEAMN
countries many times for pleasaree. |
have been impressed by the diversity
and vitality of the societies,

I'm glad to work with people m
ASEAN. a place which | have bocome
Frmmhiarised,

Mow, international exchange haz
entered a new phaze, Many local
governments in Japan are focu=ing on
pronomie issues of an mternational
seope, and ASEAN and India have
bean gaiming a lot of attention, Thus,
CLAIR will increase it support for
such projects,

| think these activities can inspire
me because 1 am very mterested in
the revitalisation of regional econo-
i,

| bope 1o make Tull use
of my time here for the 3
next 2 yvears and contrib- A=
ute what I have .
learnt back to my
hometown, Sendai, i

SRR

Hironori Anza

[Fultushima Prefeduars)

[t i= my great honour and pleasuee
to be given this opportunaty to work
CLAIR Singapore, which promotes
mutual exchange and cooperation
between Japanese local authorities
and their counterparts in not only
ASBEAN countriez but also India.
Crginally T have worked for Fuku-
ghima Prefecture Government of
Tohoku region in Japan, where T had
gpent most of my youth

This 15 my first tame hiving abroad,
az well az working in a country whore
everything is so unique that you can
have fresh exporiences everyday, [ am
loeokimg forward to visibing as many
ASEAN countries a= possible, in order

to get better msights ol each country,

?

A

CLAIR b & feint crgansation founded in 1888 by 47 prefoctures and 12 malr cities in Japan o ondor 10 aeast
Japanasa booal suhonties with the implenentation of thar intermations sxchangs polickes. With e headguanors in
Tokyo, CLAIR Mk Sdenn oy reed offdes o Mow York, London, Pans, Singapore, Seoul, Sydney and Baljing

CLAIR SINGAPDRE offics was set up m Apnl 1980 |f supports and promotes international activites and {rendly
relations betesan looal authonties in Japan ard their counterparts in Singapore and the ASEAN countriss

For further erormsaben on oo acbiviies of Japanese Local Authoibe s, ploase contact DLAIR Singapore offics
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CLAIR singapore Covers India

:ﬁi' s establishment in

Oetober 1990, CLAIR Singapore has
conducted activities such as promot-
ing international exchange between
Japanese local authorities and thair
ASEAN counterparts, research on
administration syvstems in each
country and support of the interna-
tinnal activities conducted by oflicials
Ol dlapanese local authorities,

Al the time of CLAIR Singapore s
eztablishment, international activi-
ties conducted by Japaneze local
authorities were mainly focu=ed on
cultural exchanges. But recently,
Japanese local authorities are paying
more attention o international
exchanges which benefit direct local
development. Particularly, more
emphaziz haz been put on economic
exchanges that promote business
expansion investments, technological
partnerships and human resoures
exchanges with countries of continu:
ous rapid cconomic development, for
example, India.

Until recently. the Indian govern:
ment did not authorize international
exchange conducted by the Indian
state governments. Bul strong needs
from hoth Japanese and Indian sides
motivated the Indian Government.
When Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan

Singh visited Japan last December,

fhe two prime ministers anoounced
in a joint statement that anderstand-
ing= for twinning relationships has
been reached betwesn Fukuoka
Prefocture and Delhi State as well as
between Okavama Prefecture and
Maharashira State. BEnrouraging
further expansion of such (winning
arrangements enhanees people-to-
people ralations and closer economais
(TR0

CLAILR took this event as a good

amndl timely chance 1o review [he

[

frame of the area where CLAIR
singapore would be responsible for
And now CLAIRStngapore also
covers lndia,

It is expected that the interna-
tional exchanges in lndia conducted
by Japanese loeal authorities will
inerease rapidly in the near futurea.
We would also greatly appreciate
your cooperation in the event of
renuests for visils (0 your organisdg-

LR,
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CLAIR Singapore to hold Administration Seminar in Brunei

ﬁ'url}' June this year, the

Director of CLATR Singapore, Mr,

Yoshihirn Chiba and his delegation
patidl & courtesy call on the Viee Minis-
tar of Home Affairs, Pehin Dato
Paduka Hajp Dani in Brunei. In
addition, the delegation also had a
chance to meet other officials from
the Ministey of Home Affairs, which
includes the [Deputy Permanent
Secretary, Dato Paduka Awang Haji
Adnan. During the meetings, delega-

tions from the respective organisa-

twoms had a constructive exchange of

idleas and knowledge, which further
enhanced the mutual understanding
an the admimizstations of oth Brunesi

and Japan

In the meetings, an introduction
was maie on the various activities of
CLAIR, for instance the JET
Programme, and also the Specialist
M=patch Project. In addition. the
delegation from CLAIR Singapors
conducted a briefing to a participani
of the Loeal Government Exchange
and Cooperation Seminar 2007, to
which CLAIR invites locial officials
from ASEAN countries for a one-weak

spmminar in Japan

CLAITR Singapore alzo proposed o
hold an administration seminar in
Bruned this yvear, This seminar aims
at establishing a platform that facilis
tates the sharing and exchange of nm
only experience, bat alzo know-how
pertaining to adminisiration betweoen
Bruner and Japan, It s boped that

through the mutual exchange of

ileas among the relevant parties, the
quality and efficiency of adminisiras
tion in both countries could be lever-
aged 1o new haights. The liner details
af the seminar will be further
diseuszed and decided between the
relevant partios.

Apart from meetings with the
Ministry of Home Affairs. CLATR's
delegation also visited the Public
Service Department of Frime
Ministar s CHloe. After o presentalion
by Mr, Rabhman Husain. the Director
of Development and Management
delegates from both organi=ations
actively shared their knowledge

pertaining to the civil service systems

in both Brunei and Japan.

CLAIR participated in NATAS Travel 2007

to promote Japanese Tourism

e_f:hulim each local authority

puts a lotwol work in attracting
foreign tourigis as an effective
methoed for local resatahsation, As an
organigation that was founded by
Japanese local authorities, CLAIR
Singapore participated m “NATAS
Trawvel 20057, the higgest mterna-
tiwonal tourism fair in Singapore this
March to promote tourist spots in

Japan.

This fair 15 hosted by the National
Azsociation of Travel Agents Singa-
pore INATAS) twice a yvear in March
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and septembar, wheraby many teavel

agents =all  dizeoonnted  travel

packages to the general public,

In ifs second participation in the
MNATAS Travel Fair, CLAIE booth
displaved and distributed aboun
L5, 000 copies of 56 dilferent kinds of
tourism  pamphlets,  Eventually,
almost all the pamphletzs were
handed out bafire the end of the fair

In addition, we have also
condueted a survey by giving out
gquestionnaires to our booth's visitors

in order to grazp the actual needs of

those who are interested in visiting

Japan.

We are going to dizseminate the
resulis of this survey to the tourism
departments of local authorities n
Japan. =o that they can obtain uaeful
feadback for the formulation of local

foarism policies,

Fair Period: From Friday 23rd to
Sunday 25th March (heee days)

Venue: Suntec City Convention
et (Floor area herut 10,000 s m
Number of booths: 122 lbooths

Approximately 63000 visibors

Friendship Agreement

Concluded Between Fukuoka Prefecture

and National Capital Territory of Delhi

Introduction

%il recently, the government

of India had never acknowledged
fwinning arrangements  betwean
Indian states and foreign local bodies,
However, the visit of Indian Prime
Mimister Dr. Manmohan Singh to
Japan in December 2006 lad o the
decision of the Indian government to
allow state governments (o enter into
friendship agresments with forsign
authorities.

Until then, Fukuoka prefeciure
and Okavama prefecture had contin-
ned negotiations with Delhi and the
state ol Maharashira respectively.
After the decision. the first affiliation
agreement was signed between
Fukuoka and Delhi on Sth March
2007, On that day, Mr. Eguchi. the
Treasurer of Fukuoka prefecturs

exchanged the signed agreement

letter with Delhi's Finanee Minisier
Mr A, K, Walia

Contents of the agreement
The main contents of the agree-

ment are as follows:

*Creating and expanding mutual
exchange in the fields of economy,
tourism, medical science sports,
environment, urban development
culture, education, and vouth devel
opment. Emphasiz would be pur on

economical and enltural exchange,

*lThis agreement 15 valid for five
consecutiyve years but it can be

extondad by mutual agresment,

*Conferences are to be held every
yaar, and hosted by Delhi and

Fukuoka alternatively.

Exchanges hereafter
Regarding the specific exchanges
from now on, both regions are

planmng programmes as follows:

1. Hozting of “India Fair’ by Fukuoka
prefecture mm September, Delhi state

will be participating in this event,

2 Hosting of " Fukuoka Fair™ in Delin
introducing the culture, tourism,
midustries of Fukuoka prefecture: the
prefecture will also participate in this

BYeTt,

., As=isting the exchange between
Eyvushu National Museum and New
[}elhi National Museum.

4. Nurturing specialists of environ:
mental 1ssuas, two tramees will be
dizpatched from Delhi state to

Fukuoka Prefecture,

h. Delhi state requestad Fukuoka
prefeciure for the dispatch of special:

1515 a0 order to resolve the pollution

problem of Yamuna river,

Misaki Town's delegation visits My Tho City in Vietnam

%ﬂu Town 1 Japan 15 hoping

to form a =ister city affiliation with
My Tho City in Vietnam, As a resull,
on 17ch April, the Mayor and the Vice

CLAIR SINGAPORE

Mayor as well as councilors of Misaki
Town visited My Tho City

Mizak: Town 15 located in the
middle of Okayama Prefecture in

Japan, with an area of 232,156 square

kilometers and a population of
=lightly more than 17,000, My Tho
City 15 the capital of Twen Giang
Provinee in Vietnam, located at the

Mekong REiver Delta, with a popula-
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