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One of CLAIR Singapore's dut ies is to update on the
latest local administrat ion systems in ASEAN countr ies

and introduce them to Japan. From November 2006 to
January 2OO7, our staff  have visi ted f ive ASEAN countr ies to survey on this matter.  In this art ic le,  we would l ike to
take one such example and would l ike to express our appreciat ion.

From December 4th to 8th 2006, two of our deputy directors vis i ted Vietnam. Thanks to Dr.  HOANG DUNG,
Deputy Director General  of  Internat ional Cooperat ion Department,  we were able to attend a br ief ing conducted by
Mr. LE TU DUYEN, Head of Local Government Department at the Ministry of Home Affairs Vietnam. The br ief ing was
about Vietnam's local administrat ion including local elect ion and i ts future out look. Vietnam is wel l -known as i t  is
implementing an administrat ion reform through the "Master Programme on Publ ic Administrat ion Reform" for the
per iod  2OO1-2010.  In  add i t ion ,  our  deputy  d i rec to rs  a lso  had the  chance to  v is i t  Peop le 's  Commi t tee  o f  Bac  N inh
Province and National Academy of Publ ic Administrat ion to study about the "One Stop Service on Foreign Investment
Appl icat ion" and "Job Training Program for Civi l  Servant".

CLAIR Singapore is going to revise a booklet ent i t led "Local Administrat ion of ASEAN Countr ies" which was f i rst
issued in 2OO4. This booklet aims at introducing ASEAN countr ies'  local administrat ion systems to Japan's local
authori t ies.

We bel ieve that local authori t ies can deepen mutual exchange such as sister c i ty aff i l iat ion through learning each
other 's administrat ion systems and administrat ive issues.

Once again, we would l ike to extend our appreciat ion to al l  of  our act ive supporters.
CLAIR Tokyo has a webpage where you can download "Local Government in Japan" which introduces the local
administration system in Japan (available in English, French, Chinese & Korean). URL: http://www.clair.or.jp/e/forum/index.html

Lecture on Vietnamese Local Govenment at the
Ministry of Home Affairc, Vietnam
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administration staff, local legislators, students or cultural

performers. But recently, international exchanges which

benefit direct local development are increasingly gaining

attention. Particularly, there is a rising need for economic

exchanges that promote business expansion, investments,

technological partnerships or human resource exchanges

with countr ies of cont inuous rapid economic development

such as China, India, South Korea. Taiwan and ASEAN

countr ies,

In this art ic le,  we would l ike to introduce Fukuoka

Pref ecture's internat ional act iv i t ies which have been

evaluated as one of the most successful  examoles in

Jaoan.
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Out  o f  Japan ' s  f ou r  ma in  i s l ands ,  Kyushu  l s l and  i s  t he

nea res t  t o  Ch ina  and  Ko rea  and  i t  has  p layed  an

important  ro le in  being a gateway to Asia s ince ancient

t imes .  Fukuoka  P re fec tu re ,  be ing  the  po l i t i ca l  and

business center  of  Kyushu ls land,  is  favorably located.

For  example,  the f l ight  durat ions f rom Fukuoka to Seoul

and  Shangha i  a re  t  hou r  and  t  hou r  30  m inu tes

respect ive ly  and these are shor ter  than f ly ing to Tokyo.

tl
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Kyushu  l s l and  has  l ong  been  ca l l ed  "S i l i con  l s l and "

because  semiconduc to r  p roduc t i on  he re  accoun ts  f o r

1Oo/o of  the wor ld 's  product ion.  Fukuoka Prefecture is

l ay ing  ou t  a  "S i l i con  Sea  Be l t  F ramework " .  Th i s

f ramework focuses on a zone cal led "Si l icon Sea Bel t "

that  connects Kyushu,  South Korea,  Shanghai ,  Taiwan,

Hong  Kong  and  S ingapo re ,  whe re  sem iconduc to r

product ion amounts to about  50% that  of  the wor ld 's .

The  ma in  goa l  i s  t o  deve lop  th i s  zone  i n to  a  wo r l dw ide

base for  semiconductor  product ion.  By th is  f ramework,

Fukuoka Prefecture is  promot ing the agglomerat ion of

research and development  inst i tu t ions that  would be the

b ra in  o f  t he  S i l i con  Sea  Be l t .  Fukuoka  P re fec tu re  i s

spec ia l l y  a im ing  to  be  the  hub  o f  des ign  and  deve lopmen t

in the f ie ld of  system LSI whose demand wi l l  be great ly

expected in  the future.

Speci f ic  act iv i t ies of  th is  f ramework inc lude hold ing a

"S i l i con  Sea  Be l t  Summi t "  wh i ch  i s  an  annua l  mee t i ng  o f

leaders of  th is  f ie ld,  and establ ish ing the " lnst i tu te of
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'  In northern Kyush,u, there are mqny sophisticated

automobi le assembly factor ies invested by TOYOTA.

N ISSAN and  DAIHATSU.  I n  2006 ,  t he  t o ta l  number  o f

au tomob i l es  assemb led  i n  t h i s  a rea  exceeded  one

mi l l i on .  Fukuoka  P re fec tu re  made  a  p lan  o f  deve lop ing

no r the rn  Kyushu  as  an  advanced  manu fac tu r i ng  and

deve lopmen t  base  by  se t t i ng  ou t  f ou r  s t ra teg i c

ta rge ts :  t o  ach ieve  a  p roduc t i on  goa l  o f  1 .5  m i l l i on

a s s e m b l e d  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  t o  r a i s e  t h e  l o c a l  p a r t s

p rocu remen t  ra te  f r om the  cu r ren t  50% to  7Oo /o ,  t o  be

a  s ta te -o f - t he -a r t  base  i n  As ia ,  and  to  be  the

deve lopmen t  base  o f  t he  nex t  gene ra t i on  au tomob i l e .

P roduc ing  an  au tomob i l e  needs  abou t  t h i r t y  t housand

p ieces  o f  f ou r  t housand  d i f f e ren t  k i nds  o f  pa r t s .  Th i s

means  tha t  t he  au tomob i l e  i ndus t r y  has  a  w ide  sk i r t  o f

bas i c  i ndus t r i es .  These  ca r  f ac to r i es  i n  no r the rn

Kyushu  a re  a l so  assoc ia t i ng  w i t h  o the r  d i ve rse

indus t r i es  i n  As ia .  Fukuoka  P re fec tu re  i s  cu r ren t l y

seek ing  to  expand  th i s  connec t i on  i n to  o the r  l oca l

i n d u s t r i e s ,  d i s p a t c h i n g  e c o n o m i c  m i s s i o n s  t o  C h i n a

( e . g ,  S h a n g h a i ,  T i a n j i n ,  G u a n g z h o u )  a n d  T h a i l a n d

(e .9 .  Bangkok )  t o  coo rd ina te  bus iness  needs  be tween

e a c h  a r e a .

researchers from think tanks al l  over the world get

t oge the r  i n  Fukuoka  and  d i scuss  abou t  impor tan t

subjects of  Asia.  Last  year ,  the forum set  i ts  theme on

" D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  C h a l l e n g e s  i n  A s i a :  R e g i o n a l

A l l i ance " .  and  sha red  bas i c  i deas  abou t  t he  deve lopmen t

o f  t he  ca r  i ndus t r y  i n  As ia  and  so  on .  The  fo rum

welcomed academic leaders f rom ASEAN countr ies such

as  ISEAS (S ingapo re ) ,  lS lS  (Ma lays ia ) ,  CS IS  ( l ndones ia ) ,

TDRI (Thai land) ,  CIEM (Vietnam) and PIDS ( the Phi l ipp ines) .

W*w 9#e*s  6 f f i  A f f i fe t r - reg f ;emaf i  s f rEEw*q*s  46a46,a4*
Fukuoka Pref  ecture s igned a f  r iendship agreement

w i th  Bangkok  Me t ropo l i t an  Admin i s t ra t i on ,  Tha i l and  i n

Feb rua ry  2006  and  ano the r  one  w i th  Na t i ona l  Cap i t a l

T e r r i t o r y  o f  D e l h i ,  I n d i a  i n  M a r c h  2 O O 7 .  F u k u o k a

Prefecture is  adopt ing the idea that  independent  local

l eve l  exchange  f ree  f rom na t i ona l  d i p l omacy  w i l l  b r i ng

f l ex ib i l i t y  and  e f f i c i ency  to  bo th  reg ions  espec ia l l y  i n

t e r m s  o f  e c o n o m i c  a l l i a n c e .  M o r e o v e r .  i n t e n s e

exchanges  and  bene f  i c i a l  r e l a t i onsh ips  a r i s i ng  f  r om

grassroots level  wi l l  deepen mutual  understandings and

may a lso lead to s tabi l i ty  and peace for  both areas.  l t  is

current ly  in  consul tat ion wi th Hanoi  c i ty ,  V ietnam for  a

s im i l a r  ag reemen t  based  on  the  same concep ts .

Ag g lomeratio n o f a ut o mo bile
industry in northern Kyushu
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As  can  be  seen ,  i n te rna t i ona l  po l i c i es  o f  Japanese

Ioca l  au tho r i t i es  whose  f  ocus  had  been  s i s te r  c i t y

a f f i l i a t i ons  have  changed  to  t ake  on  a  more  p rac t i ca l

ro le  o f  mee t i ng  l oca l  economica l  needs  and  ach iev ing

loca l  deve lopmen t  goa l s .  l t  i s  a l so  no tab le  t ha t  t hey  a re

cons ide r i ng  p rospe r i t y  i n  ne ighbo r i ng  reg ions  to  be

impor tan t  as  we l l  as  t he i r  own  deve lopmen t .  Exchanges

wi th g lobal  perspect ives might  be a key factor  for  local

deve lopmen t .
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experiencing rapid development such as India and the ASEAN

eountr ies wi l l  cont inue to be hioh.

Japanese local governments conduct var ious overseas

such as sister c i ty aff i l iat ions, promotion of local

,  and so on, To assist  the Japanese local of f ic ials
g thei r  overseas t r ips in  re lat ion to these act iv i t ies,  CLAIR

appointments, accompanies them on these tr ips, gathers

provides adminis t rat ive in format ion for  the purpose of  v is i t

prOvides other forms of support  as necessary.

I  Year 2006 saw a sharp increase in the number of

at ions for support  as CLAIR Singapore received 60

as at the end of February 2OO7 (Japan's fiscal year is

to  the fo l lowing March) .  That  is  more than two and a

alf  t imes the number of the previous year,  and a large number

of appl icat ions are requested assistance in countr ies other tnan

Singapore, Malaysia or Thai land, areas that CLAIR Singapore

:.  pr incipal ly covers. From next year onwards, CLAIR Singapore

, .  expects that  the need for  exchanges wi th countr ies

, r '  CLAIR th inks that  our  duty is  to  be a br idge between Japanese

local  author i t ies and fore ign counterpar ts  and hence we would

be g lad to prov ide our  utmost  support  to  meet  the d iverse

needs of  local  author i t ies.  We would a lso great ly  appreciate

your cooperat ion in the event of requests for v is i ts to your

organizat ions.

GLAIR  i s  a  j o i n t  o rgan i sa t i on  f ounded  i n  1988  by
47 prefectures and 1 2 major  c i t ies in Japan in
order to assist  Japanese local  author i t ies wi th
the  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he i r  i n t e rna t i ona l
e x c h a n g e  p o l i c i e s .  W i t h : t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n
Tokyo,  CLAIR has seven overseas of f ices in New
York ,  London ,  Pa r i s ,  S i ngapo re ,  Seou l ,  Sydney
and  Be i j i ng .

CLAIR SINGAPORE of f ice was set  up in Apr i l
1990 .  l t  suppo r t s  and  p romo tes  i n t e rna t i ona l
ac t i v i t i e s  and  f  r i end l y  r e l a t i ons  be tween  l oca l
author i t ies in Japan and their  counterparts in
S ingapo re  and  t he  ASEAN coun t r i es .

CLAIR TOKYO HEADOUARTERS
::  The Counci l  of  Local  Author i t ies
for International Relations ::
Sh in  Kasum igasek i  B ldg .  19F  3 -3 -2
Kasumigaseki  Chiyoda-Ku,
Tokyo ' l  O0-0O13 Japan
General  Af fa i rs Deoartment
T e l  :  8 1 - 3 - 3 5 9 1 - 5 9 3 1
F a x : 8 1 - 3 - 3 5 9 1 ' 5 3 4 2

CLAIR SINGAPORE OFFICE
:: The Japan Council of Local Authorities
for International Relations, Singapore :;
6 Bat tery Road, #31-O2 Singapore O499Og
rel : 65-6224-7927
Fax: 65-6224-8376
Ema i l  :  i n f o@c la i r . o rg  sg

ctivit;es
please

Cl-.r\lfa
Published by CLAIR Singapore

No. of applications
for activity support

On January  1g th ,  CLAIR S ingapore  we lcomed a  group f rom the

Provincial  Board Members'  League of the Phi l ippines Training Inst i tute
(PBMLP), 23 legislators, f rom the Provinces of Davao del Norte and
Zamboanga del Norte, v is i ted us as a part  of  their  study tour around

Southeast Asia.

In  th is  meet ing,  CLAIR

S ingapo re  made  a  sho r t

p resen ta t i on  abou t  ou r

du t i es  and  ou r  ac t i v i t i es

as a jo int  organizat ion of

Japanese local  author i t ies.

Th i s  mee t i ng  came to  a

c lose amid a l ive ly  t raf f ic

in  ideas and we agreed to

st rengthen our  par tnership.
CLAIR welcomes 23 legislators frcm the Philippines

We are wi l l ing to come through with your inquir ies about Japanese

local authori t ies. Also, we wi l l  be able to provide coordinat ion for

internat ional exchange such as sister c i ty aff i l iat ion. Please do not

hesitate to contact CLAIR Singapore in regard to this matter.


