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local  area, train local personnel,  and promote fr iendly

cooperat ive relat ions between Japanese and ASEAN's

local governments.

CLAIR Singapore has received a request from Kampong

Chhnang Provincial  Government for a Japanese pottery

spec ia l i s t  to  be  d ispatched to  the  area .  Wi th  the

coopera t ion  and suppor t  o f  Toch ig i  Pre f  ec tu ra l

Government in Japan, CLAIR Singapore has arranged for

Mr .  Tsukamoto  Jun ich i ,  a  Sen ior  Researcher  a t  the

Ceramic  Techno logy  Suppor t  Cent re  es tab l i shed by

Tochigi  Prefectural  Government to conduct training in

Kampong Chhnang. The project took place from 9th to

17th February 2006 in Rolea Boier Distr ict  of  Kampong

Chhnang Province, whereby 28 local potters part ic ipated

in the project,  During the implementat ion of the project,

the fol lowing act iv i t ies have been conducted:

(1) Survey on raw mater ials:  Samples of local c lay being

used for making pottery were taken from 3 locat ions for

fu r ther  ana lys is  in  Japan.

Truly,  gth to 17th February 2OOG was a memorable

week f  o r  loca l  po t te rs  in  Ro lea  Bo ier  D is t r i c t  o f

Kampong Chhnang Province. This was because they

were  g iven the  oppor tun i ty  to  learn  the  var ious

Japanese po t te ry  techn iques  under  the  Spec ia l i s t

Dispatch Project jo int ly organized by Tochigi  Prefectural

Government of Japan and Kampong Chhnang Provincial

Government of Cambodia. CLAIR Singapore was the

coordinat ing body for this mission.

"Local Authori t ies Internat ional Cooperat ion Special ist

Dispatch Project" is an internat ional cooperat ion project

ini t iated by CLAIR. Under the project,  an employee
(including ret i ree) of a Japanese local authori ty with

spec ia l i zed  knowledge or  exper ience is  be ing

dispatched upon receiving request from an ASEAN local

government ,  in  o rder  to  improve techno logy  in  the

(2) Survey on level of  ski l ls:  Local potters were observed

whi le performing processes such as moulding, designing

and f i r ing, where the level of  their  ski l ls,  and also the
prob lems wh ich  are  commonplace in  the  t rad i t iona l

methods of manufactur ing pottery in the vi l lage were

surveyeo.

(to be continued on page 2)
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(3 )  Tra in ing  on  po t te ry  techn iques :  Pot te ry

techniques, especial ly in regards to the moulding,

designing and f i r ing of pottery were introduced.

(4) Training on market ing know-how: Part ic ipants

were  g iven ins igh ts  on  the  impor tance o f

understanding local needs in order to market their

products effect ively.

Participants were given technical trcining under Mr. Tsukamoto's guidance. >

Gomments lrom tne S[eoialist,

Kampong Chhnang Province has been famous for i ts pottery industry which

possesses a long tradi t ion. In this respect,  pottery product ion is regarded as

an important source of income for the locals.  Even though the pottery

current ly produced in Kampong Chhnang is not so durable and therefore

could not be used for a var iety of purposes, local demands for these products

do exist ,  where the balance between supply and demand is maintained. In my

opinion, technical  assistance especial ly in terms of design and shape should

be implemented to improvise the present qual i ty of local pottery,  so as to

further enhance Cambodian pottery 's image.

Clay and high-temperature f i r ing are actual ly the most important factors in determining the qual i ty of pottery.  In this

regard, however,  there is no scient i f ic data on the highest f i re resistance temperature and also the composit ional

character ist ics of c lay in Kampong Chhnang. Apart  f rom that,  the lack of equipments and machineries also poses a

problem to the local pottery industry.  l t  might take a long t ime to overcome these issues.

In  my opin ion,  ass is tance f rom overseas is  v i ta l  in  cata lyz ing Cambodia 's  development  and at  the same t ime,

promote the v i l lagers '  s tandards of  l iv ing.

I  am very impressed by the part ic ipants'  enthusiasm in learning new ski l ls,  and their  innocent yet br ight smiles have

le f t  a  las t ing  impress ion  on  me.  Essent ia l l y ,  the  cont inuous  techn ica l  and f inanc ia l  ass is tance f rom CLAIR or  o ther

organizat ions are imperat ive in br inging Kampong

Chhnang's pottery industry to greater heights.

Las t  bu t  no t  leas t ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  take  th is

opportunity to thank everyone at Kampong

Chhnang Province and CLAIR Singapore for their

enormous support  which leads to the success of

this project.

ML Tsukamoto was giving lessons on moulding to participants >
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Histor ical ly,  t radi t ional pottery product ion in our Kampong Chhnang Province started
around 7OO years ago and has played important roles not only in contr ibut ing to the
improvement of socio-economic statuses of poor r ice farmers as off- farm act iv i ty,  but
a lso  in  d is t ingu ish ing  and mak ing  the  long- las t ing  t rad i t ion ,  va lue  and a t t rac t i ve  fea ture

of our province unique from other provinces in Cambodia. Nowadays, around 200 rural  households, around 1%
of total  households in Rolea Boier Distr ict ,  have rel ied part ly on pottery product ion.

General ly,  pottery industry here is st i l l  not good enough, in terms of qual i ty and design, to attract consumers'
attent ion for successful  market ing. In this respect,  many efforts have been made by foreign and local expert ise
inst i tut ions in recent years to assist  potters in strengthening their  technical  and market ing ski l ls,  product ion

equipments and management structures.

On behalf  of  the people of the whole province and as the Provincial  Governor,  I  would l ike to express my deep
appreciat ion to CLAIR for conduct ing a very valuable Special ist  Dispatch Project which aimed at improving and
modernizing the techniques, design and market ing of pottery products.

During the project (9-17 February 2006),  we were extremely impressed by Mr. Tsukamoto, the special ist  and
CLAIR's staff  for their  excel lent professional expert ise and efforts in conduct ing a very special  technical
training to the twenty-eight potters.  The experient ial  learning and pract ices enabled al l  part ic ipants to learn and
acquire a wide range of ski l ls in al l  processes of moulding clay, designing, paint ing and f i r ing pottery.  Moreover,
they learned a special  market ing and leadership concept to be successful  potters in a competi t ive atmosphere
and this could provide potters with a fundamental  knowledge to push this industry forward. We fel t  that the
training assessment,  conducted by the special ist  pr ior to actual t raining, was a key step in making a good

training curr iculum which could bui ld on the potters '  exist ing ski l ls.

We are very conf ident that the technical  ski l ls,  knowledge and att i tude learnt f rom the project,  coupled with the
pottery product ion equipments brought by the special ist  as training mater ials and as souvenirs for the
community,  would help al l  part ic ipants to improve their  ski l ls and product ion techniques, and also expand i t  to
other non-part ic ipant potters.

We expect there wi l l  be further fol low-up projects to bui ld on this favourable result .  With this expectat ion and
our people's hard-working cul ture and cont inuous supports from local and provincial  authori t ies, the pottery
industry wi l l  become very successful  and famous, and f inal ly tremendously contr ibutes to socio-economic
prosperi ty as wel l  as poverty reduct ion aimed by the Cambodian Royal Government 's current *SEILA Program.

Final ly,  we ful ly dedicate this project result  as a foundat ion for stronger fr iendship, great overal l  development,
mutual understanding and respect between Japanese people and Cambodian people in Kampong Chhnang. We
look forward to having future projects and are ready to do our best for ef fect ive cooperat ion. Moreover,  we
would l ike to take this auspicious opportunity to show our sincere thankfulness and grat i tude to CLAIR and
Japanese Government for providing indispensable assistance to the development of Cambodia.
*sfredin1996,ThecambodianRoYaIGovqnment.ssEILAPfogfammeisaimedatcatalYzingrnIdevelopmentsandalleviatingpove|tYincambodiaattheprovincialandcomm

"The method of  teaching was very systemat ic  and easy to understand.  l fee l
t ha t  l can  pu t  t he  sk i l l s  t ha t  l have  l ea rn t  t o  good  use . "

"We were g iven opportuni t ies to pract ice and exper ience the var ious pot tery
techniques dur ing the t ra in ing.  This was very benef ic ia l . "

" l  would l ike to learn more on how to create designs that  wi l l  su i t  the market
needs.  "

Padicipants were very enthusiastic about the trcinings and they have concentmted fully in order to lfrrn as much as they an- >
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! !  rnr"rn"r ional regional exchange is conventional ly regarded * ^ i  Salt is a privi lege for me to be able to work in singapore. Though
promot ion of  mutual  understanding,  wi th emphasis p laced on human

interact ion.  However,  i t 's  becoming increasingly necessary to consider

such exchange in terms of  i ts  benef i ts  to the regions,  especia l ly  to

regional  economies.  Given th is s i tuat ion,  i t 's  get t ing more important

than ever to achieve speci f ic  outcomes in the act iv i t ies of  CLAIR.

I  wi l l  do my best  to support  in part icular  the promot ion of  economic

exchange between local  governments in Japan and those in ASEAN and

India, regions which are increasingly gaining the attention of

Japan and the world for their expected higher economic growth.

ln so doing, I hope to contribute towards the f urther

development oJ the different regions of laoan. 
lll

Senior Deputy Director, Mr. TAKEDA Seiichi

nations. My hometown, Kagoshima Prefecture, is the Southern Gateway I

to Japan and it also has a lot of historical and cultural heritages. For I

example,  conserved archaeological  remains l ike Uenohara Jomon-no- '

Mori, events like the Ohara Festival, traditional handicrafts like Satsuma .

Pot tery and many others.  For the next  two years,  I  am going to '

t ravel  to many places in ASEAN and I  wi l l  endeavor to become a ]
good br idge between ASEAN countr ies and Japan through the :
experience gained in mV visits.l l

Deputy Director, Mr. UCHIYAMA Kazuhiro

CLAIR S ingapore  had

both  MIC and MOHA

FRoM Fukuoka Prefectural Government FRoM Tokyo Metropolitan Government

I  have v is i ted ASEAN countr ies many t imes for  business,  I  never

imagined that  I  would have an opportuni ty to exper ience l i fe in one

of the countr ies.

I am in charge of activities such as "The ASEAN Region

Local Administration Forum" among others. I hope that

I can make the most of the 2 years' term of my job

here, and bring a lot of good memories back to my
parent organisation, Tokyo Metropolitan

Government. 
f !

Deputy Director, Mr. IKEDA Kazutomo

FROM Miyazaki Prefectural Government
. .
I I  l 'm  f r om M iyazak i  P re fec tu re  wh i ch  i s  l oca ted  i n  t he  sou the rn
part  of  Japan. Blessed wi th a mi ld c l imate,  many sports t ra in ing

camps such as those of  professional  basebal l  and footbal l  teams are

l oca ted  he re .

This is  my f i rs t  exper ience working overseas and l 'm very g lad to

work for  CLAIR Singapore whose act iv i t ies extend over the ASEAN

reg ron .

l 'm  hop ing  t o  i n t e rac t  w i t h  many  peop le  i n  ASEAN

coun t r i es  t h rough  i n t e rna t i ona l  coope ra t i on  p ro j ec t s

between local  governments.

I  a l so  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o  i n t r oduc ing  t he  sp lend id  cu l t u res

and  good  sys tems  o f  t hese  coun t r i es  t o  Japan .  lw i l l  do  my

best  to promote the exchange between local  governments

been l ia is ing  c lose ly  w i th

from the preparatory stages

loca l  admin is t ra t ion  o f f i c ia ls

a t tended the  seminar .

Deputy Director, Mr. HAYASE Tetsuro I ;.

CLAIR  i s  a  j o i n t  o rgan i sa t i on  f  ounded  i n  1  988  by
47 pref  ectures and 12 major  c i t ies in Japan in
order to assist  Japanese local  author i t ies wi th
the  imo lemen ta t i on  o f  t he i r  i n t e rna t i ona l
exchange  po l i c i es .  W i t h  i t s  headqua r te r s  i n
Tokvo,  CLAIR has seven overseas of f ices in New
York ,  London ,  Pa r i s ,  S i ngapo re ,  Seou l ,  Sydney
and  Be i j i ng .

CLAIR SINGAPORE of f ice was set  up in Apr i l
1990 .  l t  suppo r t s  and  p romo tes  i n t e rna t i ona l
act iv i t ies and f  r iendly re lat ions between local
author i t ies in Japan and their  counterparts in
S ingapo re  and  t he  ASEAN coun t r i es .

CLAIR TOKYO HEADOUARTERS
:: The Council of Local Authorities
for International Relations ::
Sh in  Kasum igasek i  B ldg .  19F  3 -3 -2
Kasumigaseki  Chiyoda-Ku,
Tokyo  1OO-OO13  Japan
General  Af fa i rs Department
T e l : 8 1 - 3 - 3 5 9 1 - 5 9 3 1
F a x : 8 1 - 3 - 3 5 9 1 - 5 3 4 2

CLAIR SINGAPORE OFFICE
:: The Japan Council of Local Authorities
for lnternational Relations, Singapore ::
6 Bat tery Road, #31-O2 Singapore O499Og
Tel  :  65-6224-7927
Fax : 65-6224-8376
Ema i l  :  i n f o@c la i r . o rg . sg
ht tp :  www.cla i r .org.sg

For further information on our activities
or Japanese Local Authorities, please
contact CLAIR Singapore office.
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.  in Japan and their counterparts in Southeast O"r" 
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:

The Min is t ry  o f  In te rna l  A f fa i rs  and Communica t ions ,  Japan (MlC)  has  success fu l l y

he ld  the  As ia  Loca l  Admin is t ra t ion  Seminar  in  Hano i  on  5 th  Ju ly .

S ince  1999,  MIC has  conducted  the  seminar  in  severa l  As ian  count r ies  w i th  the  a im o f

bringing together management level off icials of the respective countr ies to promote

greater  coopera t ion  and exchange o f  in fo rmat ion

in  the  area  o f  loca l  admin is t ra t ion .  Th is  vear ,
M I C ' s  c o u n t e r p a r t  f o r  t h e  s e m i n a r  w a s  t h e

Min is t ry  o f  Home Af fa i rs ,  V ie tnam (MOHA) .

An aud ience o f  about  90  peop le  inc lud ing  cent ra l  and

f r o m  V i e t n a m .  a s  w e l l  a s  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  M I C

Fol low ing  the  open ing  addresses  o f  Mr .  Ke i j i  Arak i ,  D i rec to r -Genera l  o f  Po l i cy

Coordination MIC and Mr. Tran Huu Thang, Vice-Minister of MOHA, Mr. Araki and Mr.

Nguyen Duc Chien, Director-General of State Organization and Staff ing Department

MOHA, each presented a keynote speech on "The History & Development of Local

Administrat ion and Public Finance of Japan - l ts Current Situation and Future Plans"

and "Decentral izat ion Policy of Vietnam and The Measures Taken" respectively.

After the keynote speeches, 3 speakers from MIC each gave a presentation on

topics such as the history of Japan's decentral izat ion and i ts present state.

Spontaneous O&A sessions fol lowed each of the presentations, enabling the seminar

to  conc lude success fu l l y  w i th  abundant  mean ing fu l  exchange o f  ideas  about  loca l

admin is t ra t ion  in  Jaoan and V ie tnam.
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