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15 January 2016
Press Release

atomi announces it will organize Japan Pavilion at IFFS/TDS in March 2016 held
at Singapore Expo.

atomi partners the organizer of IFFS/TDS to curate the Japan Pavilion for the
first time amid keen rising interests in Japanese products among visitors to the
exhibition.

About the exhibition
International Furniture Fair Show (IFFS) and The Décor Show (TDS) will take
place at Singapore Expo between 10 and 13 March, 2016.

Industry experts regard the show as Asia’s most exciting sourcing platform. With
over three decades of experience since its inaugural event in 1981, the IFFS
remains the most distinctive channel for regional and international companies to
penetrate the global market, connecting design, inspiration and trade.

The events - The IFFS/AFS and The Décor Show - feature comprehensive range
of furniture, furnishing, decorative accessories, interiors and fittings by a diverse
portfolio of quality exhibitors, and attracts a healthy and well-represented
attendance of trade buyers and visitors.

About Japan Pavilion
The Japan Pavilion will be located in TDS. The Pavilion will be comprised of the
following participating companies and a lounge curated by atomi.

JAPAN Traditional Crafts ~TAKUMI~
Kimono Artisan Kyoto

Mari Ohira

Ginshodo

Teijin Frontier

Vi Wi

JAPAN Traditional Crafts ~TAKUMI~

CLAIR (The Japan Council of Local Authorities for International Relations) will
exhibit a booth within the Japan Pavilion to unveil 10 hidden gems of regional
crafts in Japan for the first time in Singapore. The detail of the companies that
will be showcased can be found below. The booth will give fresh ideas to
designers, architects for their various spectrum of projects as well as individuals
for their own homes. 10 unique brands and makers ranging from hand-dyed wall
decoration, hand crafted wooden lamps to cast iron tea kettles which attracts
high demand.



(1) KOSHO

textile, hand-dye — wall art

http://www.kyoto-kosho.com/

From Kyoto, KOSHO applies skills and knowledge cultivated in kimono making
history in Kyoto, such as dying methods, traditional colors, textures of natural
fabrics to wall art and bags, so these traditions can continue to live closely to us,
and give inspiration to our senses.

(2) Matsumoto Shop
Japanese candle
http://www.warosoku.com
From Hyogo, the master is the 4th generation of the maker of Japanese candle,
with history over 100 years. Japanese candles date back the history to around
1375, over 640 years ago. It's an all natural candle, all hand-made, using wax
extracted from Japanese haze wax tree. The wick is made of Japanese washi
paper wrapped with Igusa grass. Because of this, the candle burns in natural
way. The flame sways and flickers naturally instead of burns consistently.
The design on each candle is hand drawn by craftsmen individually. The
candle is also used for prayers in place of fresh flowers during harsh winter
in northern part of Japan.




(3) nizosha
automata
http://nizo.jp/
From Yamaguch, nizosha’s Mr. Harada designs and creates automata by
incorporating traditional Japanese wooden crafts methods. He studied at
University College Falmouth graduate school, Contemporary Crafts course in
the U.K.
The name of the brand nizosha is from his grandfather’s name, Nizo, who
encouraged Mr. Harada to continue making automata, and believed in his
craftworks. Naming his brand after the grandfather, Mr. Harada is in this
adventure of making automata together with the grandfather.

(4) Fukae Suge Sedge Crafts Preservation Association
Suge Sedge crafts
http://www.fukae-suge-zaiku.jp/
From Osaka, the craft’s origin was 2,000 years ago, started with making sedge hat,
making full use of the characteristics of suge sedge to repel water as a rain hat, as
well as a protection against harsh sunlight during summer. Their products are used
in ceremonies at royal palace. They hope their products will be used in everyone’s
daily lives, therefore also make cushions, and coasters utilizing sedge’s natural
characteristics. Every item is hand-twisted and woven by craftsmen.




(5) BUNACO
beech wood products - lightings and interior & table accessories
http://www.bunaco.co.jp/
From Aomori, bunaco utilizes local material beech wood to create home
accessories since 1956. Their original and signature making method is slicing
beech wood in 1mm thickness in 1cm width to make a ribbon-like strip, and
form a coiled base. From there, craftsmen creates various shapes. This way,
products do not require large amount of wood, which is extremely
environmental friendly. This method also allows craftsmen to create unique
shapes of products. The lamp won Japan Wood Design Award in 2015.

(6) Miyazu

cast iron tea kettle - tea utensils

http://miyaz.jp/en/

From Toyama, Miyazu has been making cast iron and copper tea utensils
such as tea kettles since 1938, using ceroplastics method. This method was
established in 1624 in this region (almost 400 years ago), therefore boasts
long history. Only highly skiiled craftsmen are able to create molds to
showcase extremely detailed pattern on the iron kettles, as well as gold inlay.




(7) Okamoto shoten
Kurume kasuri textile
www.okamotoshoten.co.jp
From Fukuoka, Kurume Kasuriis a type of double-ikat weaving where
beautiful indigo fabrics are produced in family-run businesses in Kurume.
The finished product is a result of 30 different processes, such as dying,
weaving and tieing. This particular type of textile originated about 210 years
ago, mainly for kimono. Okamoto shoten wishes to apply this beautifully dyed
and woven kurume kasuri fabric to more than kimono. Their signature
patchwork style beautifully showcases different patterns of fabric.

(8) Mamada-himo
kumihimo braid
http://www8.plala.or.jp/mmdh
From Tochigi, Mamada-himo has a history of 94 years. The thread is braided
using pure silk grown in Gunma, Japan. The thread is dyed with plants. There
are numerous braiding patterns, all braided by hand.
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(9) Yuki-ya
yuki-tsumugi textile
http://www.omoigawazakura.com/
From Tochigi, yuki-tsumugi is a Japanese silk-weaving technique found
principally along the Kinu River, north of Tokyo established 1300 years
ago. Production of the material includes several stages: silk floss is spun
into yarn by hand, with patterns added by hand-tying bundles of yarn
before dyeing the yarn, then the silk is woven using a back-tension
loom. The textile has been inscribed in 2010 on the Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

(10) Ritz Corporation
Bottle-gourd speaker
http://www.soundtec.co.jp/kanpyo.html
From Tochigi, Ritz uses local produce, bottle-gourd (the area boasts 80%
of its nation-wide production) to make speakers. Because the body is
made of the vegetable, each piece is unique. Ancient Arabic instrument
“rabab” is said to use the same vegetable for its superb echo effect, which
influenced the making of violin. The bottle-gourd is dried naturally for
two months until it’s ready to be transformed to be a speaker.
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